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“The Economic and Cultural Scene in the Novels of Saud Al-Sanousi:
Between Class and Prosperity”

(A Critical Analytical Study)

Researcher:
Professor Alia Ali Obaid Al-Nugbi

Lecturer in Arabic Studies at the Higher Colleges of Technology

Research Summarize:

This research explores the socio-economic and cultural landscape between affluence and class disparity, using Saud
Alsanousi's novels "The Bamboo Stalk™ and "The Mirrors of Prison" as a framework for analyzing these themes. In "The
Bamboo Stalk", Alsanousi illustrates the stark contrast between the lives of a poor family in the Philippines and a wealthy
family in Kuwait, highlighting the impact of poverty on daily life and the sacrifices made by migrant workers in the Gulf
region. Affluence is portrayed differently in both novels, with an event as simple as receiving a refrigerator in a Filipino
village being a major celebration, while the lives of the wealthy in Kuwait are depicted with more subtlety and reserve.

The research also discusses the challenges faced by migrant workers in the Gulf, particularly the mistreatment they may
endure. Alsanousi presents the struggles of characters like Josephine, a Filipino domestic worker who sacrifices her own life
to provide for her family, and explores the often exploitative relationship between wealthy employers and migrant laborers,
emphasizing the harsh realities of class disparities.

Classism is also evident in the issue of the "Bidoon" (stateless individuals) in Kuwait, a longstanding social problem where
these individuals are denied basic rights. Through characters like Ghassan, Alsanousi addresses how Kuwaiti society
marginalizes this group, pointing to the difficulties they face in living a dignified life or even pursuing marriage.

The research extends to a forward-looking analysis, particularly through "Mama Hissa's Mice", where Alsanousi uses
symbolic elements to warn against the dangers of sectarianism and extremism in the future. The tragic ending of the novel
reflects a pessimistic outlook on Kuwait's future if these pressing social issues are not resolved.
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